HOW TO WRITE AN EFFECTIVE AP SHORT ANSWER

Section II of your AP Exam is a free response section.

· You are required to write two essays

· There is no choice – two essays are presented and you must do both

· Each essay is worth 16 2/3% or 25 out of the 150 points on the exam

· Each essay has a specified number of pieces of information required, usually between 8 and 12

* Readers are locked into this scale – they will not give you an extra point for unrelated information or anything else

To get a good score on an AP Psych essay, you should:

· Write an introductory sentence that is NOT a repeat of the question

· Use psychology terms and proper names of theorists. Theories, etc.

· Define all terms

· Support Everything with an example or study, preferably from your course work (NOT an example from your own personal life)

· Clearly state the purpose of the example or study (support or contrast)

· Be clear, concise and direct – no fluff

DO NOT, DO NOT, DO NOT…

· Restate the question in your essay

· Suggest anything that can be misconstrued as unethical

· Write everything you know on the topic; stay focused on the question

· Spend a lot of time writing your introduction and conclusion

· Begin writing until you have a clue of what you are going to write

· Do not slang or jargon in your writing

